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social experiment.1 The natural result has been to
make the majority of young thinking Indians
ardently "Communist." The Principal of one of the
great colleges at the centre of Bombay University,
told me that all the younger students were thinking
and talking along Communist lines. Thus, instead
of forming a balanced judgment concerning what
might be really helpful to India in the Russian
experiment, the students have been hindered by
the authorities even from studying contemporary
historical events. Instead of encouraging the most
able University teachers to lecture on the subject,
m its relation to India, and if possible to learn at
first hand about it, ordinances have been passed
putting Communist propaganda in India under a
ban, and a visit to Russia makes anyone who goes
there suspect by the Secret Service police on his
return.
Here, again, in the light of what has happened
in recent years, the whole perspective needs to be
altered. It is impossible for Britain, India, and
Russia to work frankly and honestly together for
world peace at Geneva while keeping up this
scarcely veiled hostility at home. The economic and
social issues which still divide these countries must
be settled by reason and persuasion rather than by
the exercise of superior force and the denial of free
speech and discussion.
Since this chapter was written, the close mili-
tary alliance of Nazi Germany and Japan directed
1 See Note at the end of Chapter n, p 39.